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STEWARDS of the late FEAST of the 
SONS of the CLERGY, this 8ERMON, 


preached and printed at their Command, 
is humbly Dedicated, 


By their moſt obedient, 
and moſt faithful 


humble Servant, 
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Heb. xiii. 16. 
To do Good and to dl Nribute forget not. 


for with ſuch Sacrifices, God is well 


pleaſed. 


7 HE great Duty of Charity, and Be- 
neficence, however it may be ſome- 
times forgotten or neglected, is ſo 
generally admitted, and ſo zealouſly profeſ- 
ſed, that it may ſeem ſuperfluous to recom- 
mend, and difficult to enforce it: Superfluou 85 
becauſe thoſe that omit it, ſeem rather in- 
clined to conceal, than vindicate their Con- 
duct, and ſhew, by their Deſire of Secrecy, 
their Conſciouſneſs of Guilt; and difficult, 
becauſe, what is univerſally known, muſt be, 
of itſelf, eaſily diſcoverable; and it is vain to 
labour for Forms of Argument, to evince that 


— a —— 


* 
* 
” — — - ** — — - — — _ _ = - * — 
ES &. #* . — 86 >... X; - KS - Pong” DE. 2 "<0 — ES ENS — My NS. — 222 x — — - 
— — — — — — — — - — — — = — — — - - — -—> - 


— — — 


— — 


— 


— 
— — 


— — 


R . —mwꝛ0 «. on tr 200 we 
— - — oe ob S —W V ˙ eat 3 - — 


(87 

of which Senſation or Intuition will inform 
Uo... RP 

How important this Duty is eſteemed, the 
moſt tranſient View of the various Religions, 
by which Mankind has been divided, will diſ- 
cover; all of which comprize Precepts of Cha- 
rity, however irrational in their other Doc- 
trines, however indulgent to the Appetites 
and Paſſions, however ridiculous in their 
Rites and Obſervances, however apparently 
framed for political Purpoſes, and however 
deſtitute of a Divine Sanction. All, though 
contradictory in general to each othery are yet 
found to agree in this, that they recommend, 
either a general or partial Beneficence. Their 
Authors appear to have evidently conſidered 
this Part of their Precepts, as a Mark, by 
which Manki nd would judge of their Inſtitu- 
tions; they had no Hope of introducing a Re- 
ligion, but by throwing over it the Luſtre of 
Benevolence; and the only Difference among 
them, on this Head, appears to have been 

how 
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now this Charm, of which they all knew the 


Efficacy, might be moſt forcibly applied. 


| Soms imagined, that unbounded and uni- 
verſal Charity, was a Conception too exten- 
ſive for vulgar Minds, ſuch as muſt form the 
greateſt Part of every Set, or perhaps, had 


themſelves Minds, too narrow to conceive it; 


they therefore employed all their Influence to 
recommend Charity in particular Relations, 
and extended it, more or leſs, as they were 
led by their Education, Intereſt or Opinion. 


Tx E moſt ſenſual and voluptuous of all the 
Sets of Philoſophers, inceſſantly declaimed 
upon the Excellence of Friendſhip, and the 
Neceſſity of Fidelity, Tenderneſs and Con- 
ſtancy; they endeavoured to find in Friend- 
ſhip, that Care and Protection, which their 
Tenets did not ſuffer them to ſolicit from Hea- 
ven, of which they imagined the Powers to 
look without any Concern upon human Tranſ- 
actions, neither delighted by Virtue nor of- 
fended by Wickednels, 1 5 
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perates with Duty, is, indeed, of moſt uſe to 
thoſe, who have no Regard but to the preſent 
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T # 1s contracted and ignoble Kindneſs, of 
which the Reciprocations are ſpeedy, and the 
Satisfactions ſtrong, where Benefits are the 
Conſequences of Affection, and Paſſion co-o- 


Day, and whoſe ultimate Purpoſe, is the Gra- 
tification of their 'Senſes ; and Friendſhip, pri- 
vate Friendſhip is, indeed, ſo neceſſary, not to 
the Enjoyment only, but to the Support of 
Life, that it cannot wholly be taken away; 
every Individual has his particular Afflictions, 
and ought therefore to have his particular Reliefs. 


TE Religion of JIxsus has, therefore, not 
aboliſn d F riendſhip, but ſuperadded Charity; 
we are not commanded to extinguiſh particu- 
lar Affections, but not to ſuffer them, wholly 
to engroſs us; we are not, while we are ftu- 
dying the Gratifications of our Friends, to neg- 
lect the univerſal Happineſs of Mankind; but, 
at once, to attehid to private and general Du- 
ties, as the Sun, at the fame Time, gives the 
hy by one Motion, and the Year by another. 

Ornzxs 
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Or ux xs have carried their Benevolence ſtill 
farther, and taught, that the general Duty of 
Life, is the Love of our Country ; theſe, like- 
wiſe, were miſtaken, not in aſſerting that this 
was a Duty, but that it was the only Duty; 
that is was to abſorb all other Confider- 
ations, and that conſequently nothing was 
criminal, by which the Greatneſs of a par- 
ticular Society might be augmented, or its 
Proſperity advanced: This Principle was the 
Dictate, not of Piety, but Ambition, we are 
to endeavonr, indeed, the Happineſs of our 


Country ; but in Subordination to the Hap- 
pineſs of Mankind. | 


ENTHUSIASM has dictated another Limi- 
tation of Benevolence, which it has confined 
to thoſe of the ſame Religion, having taught, 
with a fatal Confidence, that all other Sects 
are to be conſidered, as the Enemies of God; 
that Error, however involuntary, is entitled to 
no Compaſſion even from fallifble Beings; and 
that thoſe, whom Gop hath curſed with Ig- 
norance, are to be excluded from the general 
= Charter 


[ 12 ] 
Charter of Humanity, to be perſecuted as 
| Beaſts of Prey, and ſwept away, as too pro- 
phane to enjoy the ſame Sun, or to. tread on 
the ſame Earth, with the Favourites of their 


Maker. But far different are the Doctrines 
inculcated by the Precepts, and enforced by 
the Example of our Bleſſed Saviour, who refuſ- 
ed not the Charity of a Miracle to the foreign 
Centurion, or of Information to the Woman 
of Samaria; and who, when He commanded 


his Apoſtles to preach the Goſpel, authoriz'd 


them to uſe no other Methods, than thoſe of 


Lenity, Meekneſs and Beneficence. 


A uo Chriſtians, ſome Sects have at- 
l tempted to recommend themſelves by an Ar- 
dour of Benevolence, well adapted to dazzle 
the Weak, and to enſnare the Needy; but 
which was never commanded by the Author 
of our Religion, and is not practicable with- 
out Confuſion. They have introduced an ab- 
ſolute Commutkity of Poſſeſſions, and aſſerted, 
that Diſtinction of Property, is inconſiſtent 
with that Love, which we are commanded 


to 
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to exerciſe towards one another. The Abſur- i 
dity of this Notion, it is not difficult to ſhew. 0 
Every Man muſt eaſily diſcern that Difference | f 
of Property, is neceſſary to Subordination, | 
and Subordination effential to Government ; { 
that, where there is no Property, there can i 
be no Motive to Induſtry, but Virtue; and | 
that the Bad, muſt then always be ſupported i 
by thoſe, whoſe Generoſity inclines them to l 
provide for them. 


THERE was, indeed, once a Time, when 
Community of Goods was the Practice of 
Chriſtians, but it does not appear, even then, 
to have been required as a neceſſary Condi- 
tion : and, when our Saviour ordered the rich 
Man to ſell all, He ordered him, at the ſame, 
Time, to follow Him; He ordered him to re- 
ſign his Poſſeſſions, not becauſe he was to be- 
come a Chriſtian, but a Preacher ; becauſe he 
was, not only to profeſs, but eſtabliſh a 
2 new Religion, and to enter into a State, in 
which he could no longer uſe his Riches, nor 
enjoy them. 
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Ir will be therefore to no Purpoſe, that 
any Man attempts to prove, from this Paſlage, 


the Neceſlity of an abſolute Reſignation of all 


temporal Goods, unleſs he can prove, likewiſe, 
that every Chriſtian is ordered to dedicate his 
Life to the Converſion of the Gentiles. 


Our holy Religion exalts, but does not 
violate, our Aﬀections ; and directs us to prac- 
tice every Duty conſiſtently with Nature. We 
are taught to exerciſe Charity, ſuch as is, at 
once, ardent and rational; not contracted b 
ſelfiſh or partial Excluſions, nor ſublimed into 


a total Diſregard of all private Happineſs ; and 


this Charity is inculcated in the moſt power- 


ful Manner, commanded by the moſt expreſ- 
five Precepts, enforced by the moſt inviti ng 


Promiſes, and moſt dreadful Threatenings ; and 
recommended by the Example of Him, who, 


when He delivered this amiable Doctrine, Was 


Himſelf always emploied in bealing the Sick, 
or inſtructing the Ignorant; in ſoftening che 


Miſeries 
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Miſeries of the preſent State, or in- pointing 


out the Way to everlaſting Happineſs. - 


. INES. 4 | | 
By Him we are taught, that 20 do unto 
others, as we would they ſhould do unto us, is 


the Law and the Prophets; by Him we are in- 


formed, that when He ſhall, at the laſt Day, 
come ſurrounded by Angels and Arch-Angels, 
and inveſted with the Glories of Divinity, to 


fix the final Doom of created Beings, the great 


Diſtinction, that will be then for ever eſtabliſh- 
ed, ſhall be made by the Teſt of this Duty. 
At that Day, when all the Generations of the 


Earth, ſhall ſtand forth in the immediate Pre- 


ſence of their Gop, will the Practice or Neg- 
le& of Charity be chiefly noted; then they, 


who have looked with Indifference upon the 


Calamities of others, who have ſcoffed at the 
Mourner, and inſulted the Captive; who have 


diverted the Uneaſineſs of Sympathy by vicious 
Enjoyments, and ſuffered others to languiſh 
in Pain or Poverty, for want of that Relief, 
which would coſt only a momentary Pleaſure, 


ſhall be condemned to an everlaſting Society, 
with 
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| F with thoſe Beings, whoſe Depravity incites 
—_ them to rejoice at the Deſtruction of Mankind. 
„ And thoſe who have, in Obedience to the 
"nt | Inſtitutions and in Conformity to the Exam- 


ple of their Saviour, endeavoured to alleviate 
Calamities and to remove Diſtreſs; thoſe by 
whoſe Bounty the Gloom of Prifons has been 
cheered, and by whoſe Tenderneſs, the Lan- 
guor of Sickneſs has been folaced ; thoſe by 
whom oppreſſive Power has been iifarined; and 
helpleſs Innocence been defended, ſhall be ex- 
hl alted to perpetual and ne Felicity, 
0 and ſtand for ever in the Preſence of Gon, 
emploied in the Contemplation and Praiſe of 


infinite Benevolence, 
Tara Duty, on which our eternal 
Happineſs is thus declared to depend, may not 1 
be negle&ed, or erroneouſly practiced, it is 
neceſſary to enquire, 
li FixsT, What are the Hindrances, by 
ti which Charity is obſtructed; and, 
. 
[i 1 SECONDLY, 
off 
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SECONDLy, What are the Rules to be ob- ö 
ſerved in the Practice of Charity. | 


Tux great Impediment of Charity, as of | 
all other Virtues, is the Love of the World; ] 
that Love which the Apoſtle has declared to 
be inconſiſtent with the Love of the Father. | 
Men are not charitable, as they are not juſt ; 
becauſe they ſuffer themſelves to be captivated 
by their Senſes ; becauſe they are wholly en- 
groſſed by preſent Happineſs, and extend not 
their Proſpects to another State; they do not 
contemplate the Duration of their future Ex- 
iſtence, or impreſs upon their Minds, the great 
Importance of pleaſing Gop and the Danger of | 
falling into everlaſting Miſery ; and have there- | 
fore no Motives, which they can oppoſe to the 
Solicitations of Appetite, the Incitements of 
Paſſion, or the Tranquility of Negligence ; but 
paſs their Lives, ſome in the Slumbers of In- | 
dolence, and others in the Hurry of Buſineſs | 
or of Pleafure, without any Preparation for [ 
C that 
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that Change, which muſt determine their * 
to all Eternity. 


Ir is, indeed, not eaſy to prevail upon A- 
varice to remit its Anxieties; upon Gaiety to 
be attentive, or upon Luxury to reaſon; but, 
ſurely, when Doctrines, thus important, are 
to be delivered, a ſhort Pauſe of Action might 
be obtained from the moſt laborious of the 
Slaves of Wealth or Greatneſs; and a Suſpence 
of Senſuality might be granted by thoſe, who 
have refign'd themſelves to Jollity and Plea- 
ſure. And no long time can be required to 
ſhew that they are, at preſent, wholly negli- 

gent of their own Intereſt; that they are in 
Purſuit of uncertain and tranſient Advantages, 
which they may, perhaps, never obtain; which, 
while they poſſeſs them, can afford little Sa- 
tisfaction; and which, however they may now 


n 1 very ſoon be taken away. 


Tu E Man, * places his Felicity in 
Riches, and the Power and Influence, which 


are confer'd by them, who paſſes, without 
Regard . 
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Regard, by the Wretched and the Poor, and 
forgets to lay up Treaſures in Heaven, may, 
furely, employ one Moment in conſidering 
that his Soul may this Night be required of 
him; and that he may enter, in a few Hours, 
into a State, in which all Diſtinctions will be for 
ever obliterated, but thoſe of Virtue; and where 
only he can hope for Mercy by whom Mercy has 
been ſnewn. He, who counts his Days by a 
Succeſſion of Pleaſures, nor knows any other Uſe 
of Time, than to ſquander it in Amuſements ; 
who thinks on the Miſeries of others, only to 
heighten his own Felicity, or declines the 
Thought, only that his own Enjoyments may 
not be interrupted, will ſurely ſtart from his 
Dream at the Sound of Age and Death; at 
the Mention of that Time, in which he ſhall 
fay, I have no Pleaſure in it; and of that 
Hour, that ſhall tranſlate him to Scenes of 
Horror and of Miſery ; where nothing of his 
paſt Gratifications, ſhall be remember d, but 
the Guilt, 
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Mr might be hoped that thoſe who place 
their own Happineſs in Riches, ſhould readily 


compaſſionate that Poverty, of which they 


ſhew how much they are ſenfible of the Mi- 
ſery, by their Solicitude to avoid it; and, 
that thoſe whoſe only Care, is, to heighten and 
multiply” their Pleaſures, who ſhrink from the 
firſt Approach of Pain, and ſhudder at the Idea 
of/Hardſhip or of Toil, ſhould readily contri- 


bute to the Relief of thoſe Calamities, which 
they conceive. themſelves. unable to ſupport ; 


nor would this Expectation be diſappointed, if 


we could be taught to think without Partiali- 
ty, and to SOONER 1 State of others, as our 
Own. $ 0585.4 gt Fax! 


' Crnarrry is likewiſe obſtructed in particu- 
tar Perſons by particular Vices and Habits, 
which, though, perhaps, in themſelves, not 
enormous or deteftable, ought yet, to be, very 
diligently, corrected, ſince, in their Conſequences, 
they may proveequally pernicious with greater 

Crimes,, 
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Crimes, by hindering the Practice of that Vir- 
tue, without which no Salvation has been pro- 


TERRE are ſome, whoſe Indolence in- 


clines them to put off Works of Charity, 
like all others, from Day to Day; and who 
negle& all preſent Opportunities 'of Virtue, 
becauſe they flatter themſelves, with the Ap- 
proach of a more convenient Seaſon; but 
theſe may very fitly be reminded, that the 
Wight cometh, when no Man can Work, that 
the Uncertainty of Life allows no diſtant Pro- 
ſpects, or dilatory Meaſures ; and, that from 
him, who negle&s the Good, which Gop now 
puts in his Power, the Power of doing Good 
may foon be uten " 


HE who gives bes may 5 gd to dou- 
ble his Bounty, and he only who gives quick- 
ly, can be fure, that Death will not intercept 


his Beneficence, Say not to bim that aſteth, go 


thy Way now, and to-morrow Iwill give, when 
thou haſt it by Thee. . 


OTHERS, 
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af Na of a timorous and 3 
| | Temper, are hindered from the Practice of 
1 | Charity, by an unreaſonable Fear of future 


{| Want, and endeavour to find in Parſimony, 
i that Security, which is only to be obtained 
1 from the Divine Bleſſing; but chis Bleſſing i is 
|= promiſed only by Gop to thoſe that truſt in 
| Him; and, ſurely, they who negle& their 
wk Duty, leſt they. ſhould grow poorer by per- 
4 forming it may be deſervedly forſaken, by that 
| _— Gop, who has promiſed t to epa), e is 
given to the Poor. 6 | 
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In others, the Ardour of Charity is over- 
born and deſtroyed by the Flame of Zeal, by 
1 which they ſuffer themſelves to be ſo much 
i engroſſed, that they forget all Duties, but the 
1 Support of their favourite Opinions; and be- 
| lieve no one worthy of their Aſſiſtance, whoſe 
1 | Education or Reflections, have inclined him to 
1 -  Sentiments, different from their own. Of this 

Rage of Party, this Madneſs of Superſtition, 
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too many Inſtances are hourly to be ſeen; ; 
every N 
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every Day produces Examples of Merit, which 


ful Queſtions, hinders from being regarded; 
and of Miſery, at which thoſe who behold it, 


rejoice only, becauſe it frees them from the 
Danger of Oppoſition. 


Bu x let us remember, that Gop cauſes the 


Sun to ſhine on the Evil and on the Good; and 
that Acts of Kindneſs are due to the Miſerable, 
not becauſe they are of any particular Sect, but 
becauſe they are Men; becauſe they have one 
common Nature and one common Father with 
ourſelves, 


Ir ſhould, likewiſe, be remember'd, that 
he beſt ſhews his Regard to Truth, who moſt 
contributes to its Propagation ; - and that he 
will propagate it with moſt Succeſs, who re- 
commends it by Benevolence; a Virtue, with 
which Heaven and Earth are delighted; and 
of which, few have been ſo profligate, as to 
deny the Excellence; or ſo obdurate, as to 
withſtand the Influence, when it has been 

practiced 


nothing, but Difference of Opinion in doubt- | 
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pradticed in Conformity to the Inſtitutions of 


our Saviour; which will be more accurately 


underſtood if we enquire, 


SEconDLyY, What Rules are to be ob- 
ſerved in the Practice of. Charity, 


In the Practice of Charity, our Loxp has 
very expreſſſy warned us, againſt Oſtentation, 
and directed us in the Exertion of our Bene- 
ficence, to baniſh from our Thoughts, all Re- 
gard for the Eſteem of Men. He has juſtly 
decreed, that only they, who give Alms in 
Confidence of Recompence from Gop, ſhall 
be approved by Him; and that they, who de- 
fire the Applauſe of M en, ſhall, in that * 


plauſe 1 their nn, 


WE are, lkewiſe to take Care, that our 


Charity to the Bodies of Men, is not incon- 
ſiſtent with Charity to their Souls. We are 
not to ſuffer our Liberality to be abuſed to the 
Indulgence of Idleneſs, or to the Encourage- 
ment of Vice; for this, like all other Virtues, 
is 


n 
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is eſtimable for its Effects, and that Charity, 
which ſhould contribute to the Corruption of 
Mankind, can expect no Reward, from the 
Gop of Rectitude and Puri. 
As chere is a virtuous Compaſſion, which is 
the higheſt Exaltation of human Nature, there 
is, likewiſe, a weak Facility, which, when it 
is mentioned with Indulgence, may be ſaid to 
be a Quality indifferent, and to deſerve neither 
Praiſe nor Blame: He that gives without Rea- 
ſon, is, indeed, more amiable, than he that 
denies; becauſe, he may do Good, though he 
does it by Chance; but he can have little Hopes 
of Recompence from Gop ; becauſe, tho he 
has not hid his Talent in the Ground, he has 
| ſcattered it in the Wind, and emploied it in- 

differently, to good and bad Purpoſes. In the 
Choice of Objects, however, we are not to be 
too ſcrupulous, and he may juſtly ſuſpect him- 
ſelf to want Charity, who finds Objections too 
frequently againſt its Expediency ; and it is al- 
ways to be carefully obſerv'd, that we are not 
to refuſe any Man Relief, becauſe he is wick- 
ed, but to afford it in ſuch a Manner, as 
may not contribute to confirm his Vices ; the 
Crime and the Criminal are always to be diſ- 
tinguiſh'd, and the Deteſtation that we may 
; D properly 


C 26 J. 
properly indulge againſt the One, ought never 
to harden our Hearts g Curt the Other. . 
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their Contributions. Nothing is here endea- 
voured, but the Relief of thoſe, who have been 
recommended by Gop Himſelf to our Com- 
paſſion ; nothing but the Comfort of Widows, 
and the Support of Orphans ; ; of thoſe Orphans, 
who would have ſtood in Icfs Need of Aſſiſ- 
tance, bad the Abilities, which their Fathers ex- 
erted in teaching the Way of Salvation, and 
turning Souls from Death, been emploied in 
promqting Pleaſure, in gratifying Vanity, or 
in ſmoothing the Paths to everlaſting Ruin. 
IT is no Honour to the Ape, that the moſt 
uſeleſs and trifling Employment, will more cer- 
tainly enable thoſe, who profeſs it; to ſecure 
their Families from Want, than the great Art 
of rectifying the Morals, and purifying the 
Mind; and, that he, who exhauſts his Strength 
in the Labour of converting Wickedneſs, and 


| inſtructing Ignorance, is frequently rewarded 


with leſs Ebern, than the meaneſt Arti- 


Zan. 


Bor as the temporal Encouragements an- 
nexed. 


nex d to the Work of the Miniſtry are lefs, the 
Piety of thoſe who chearfully undertake, and 
reſolutely perform. it, muſt. be allowed to be 
greater ; and their Widows and Orphans, may 
be with more Juſtice recommended to Re j 
For, if the Gratitude of Mankind, has, in all 
Ages, continued to the Poſterity of illuſtrious 
Men, "thoſe Honours, which the Virtues of 
their * Anceſtors acquired; it may be hoped, 
that Children will, by the ſame Gratitude, be 
reſcued from Poverty, which only the Virtue 
of their Fathers has brought upon them. 
Tax Church of Rome, to ſecure her Mi- 
niſters from domeſtic. Perplexities, has intro- 
duced greater Evils, by efjoining Oelibacy; 
but it is undoubtedly the Intereſt of Religion, 
that its Teachers ſhould not be overburthened 
with temporal Solicitude; and, therefore, no- 
thing can more contribute to the Promotion of 
Piety, than a Proviſion for the Children of 
thoſe; who are intruſted with the mighty 
Work of ſaving Souls; ſince the Fear of leav- 
ing their Families expoſed to Miſery, muſt, on 
many Occaſions, repreſs their Zeal, and weaken 
their Patience, intimidate their Admi6tutions, 
and ſhake their Integrity. Thoſe may ſubmit 
to mean Compliances to preſerve their Children 
from Calamity, who could themſelves with 
Intrepidity 


% ; 
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Intrepidity ſtem the Torrent of Diſtreſs, 
ſtand undiſturb'd amidſt the Storms of Perſe- 
cution. 

As Charity, therefore, is the moſt excel- 
lent of all moral Virtue, becauſe it conduces 


moſt to the Happineſs of Mankind; ; fo that 
Kind of Charity is moſt laudable, of which 


the Benefits are moſt extenſive. And, ſurely, 


no Man can wiſh greater Effects from his Mu- 
nificence, than the Advancement of general 
Virtue, by ſuch Encouragement to thoſe who 
teach it, as we may rationally hope from the 
Charity, which we are now' aſſembled to pro- 
mote. 
LET, therefore; thoſe, who are rich in this 
World, 2 on this Occaſion, ready to give, 


. and glad to diſtribute; laying up for themſelves 


a good Foundation againf the Time to come, 
that they may attain eternal Life. 


Now to Gov the Father, n and 
Gop the HoLy Gnosr, be aſcribed all 
Honour, Praiſe, Might, Majeſty and 
Dominion, both now and for evermore. S 
AMEN. 10 E 
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